MY MINISTERIAL CODE OF ETHICS

BELIEVING THAT JESUS IS THE CHRIST, THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD, AND
PROCLAIMING HIM LORD AND SAVIOR OF THE WORLD, I REAFFIRM MY VOWS AS
AN ORDAINED OR LICENSED MINISTER. THROUGH DEDICATION AND
DISCIPLINE | WILL LEAD AND SERVE WITH INTEGRITY, AND, RELYING ON THE
GRACE OF GOD, | COMMIT MYSELF TO THE FOLLOWING ETHICAL CODE:

MAINTAINING HIGH MORAL
STANDARDS IN MY SEXUAL
BEHAVIOR

Personal Conduct N

® WITNESSING TO THE MINISTRY OF
JESUS CHRIST
° REGARDING ALL PERSONS WITH
EQUAL RESPECT AND CONCERN AND
UNDERTAKING TO MINISTER IMPARTIALLY

® DEDICATING TIME, STRENGTH,
VITALITY AND ENERGY FOR
EFFECTIVE MINISTRY
Relationship to

the Church | Serve

® GROWING IN FAITH, KNOWLEDGE
AND THE PRACTICE OF MINISTRY
THROUGH THE SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES,
STUDY, CONTINUING EDUCATION, AND
SERVICE

o NURTURING AND OFFERING MY
GIFTS FOR MINISTRY TO THE CHURCH

L4 CALLING FORTH AND NURTURING
THE GIFTS OF OTHERS IN THE CHURCH
AND JOINING THEIR GIFTS WITH
MINE FOR THE SAKE OF THE
MISSION OF JESUS CHRIST AND
THE HEALTH OF THE CHURCH

® LIVING A LIFE THAT HONORS MY
COMMITMENTS TO MY FAMILY,
INCLUDING THE NEED FOR PRIVACY
AND TIME TOGETHER

® TAKING TIME FOR PHYSICAL AND
SPIRITUAL RENEWAL, RECREATION, °
AND VACATION

PREACHING AND TEACHING THE GOSPEL
WITHOUT FEAR OR FAVOR AND

SPEAKING THE TRUTH IN LOVE
® BEING A FAITHFUL STEWARD OF

GOD'S GIFTS TO ME BY MANAGING °
TIME, TALENTS, AND FINANCIAL
RESOURCES RESPONSIBLY AND
GENEROUSLY

ADMINISTERING THE SACRAMENTS
AND SERVICES OF THE CHURCH WITH
INTEGRITY AND NOT FOR FINANCIAL GAIN

o WORKING COOPERATIVELY AND
COLLEGIALLY WITH THOSE WHOM |
SERVE IN THE PARTICULAR MINISTRY TO
WHICH | HAVE BEEN CALLED

® ACCEPTING RESPONSIBILITY FOR
ALL DEBTS WHICH | INCUR

® KEEPING PHYSICALLY AND
EMOTIONALLY FIT AND REFRAINING s
FROM SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND OTHER
ABUSIVE BEHAVIORS

ADMINISTERING THE CORPORATE
FINANCES OF THE CHURCH WITH
PERSONAL INTEGRITY

e REFRAINING FROM ACCEPTING

ANY GIFT WHICH WOULD

COMPROMISE THE CHURCH'S

MINISTRY

® USING MY POSITION, POWER, AND
AUTHORITY FOR GOOD AND NEVER
FOR EXPLOITING ANOTHER
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HONORING ALL CONFIDENCES
WHICH COME TO ME IN MY ROLE
AS MINISTER AND REFRAINING
FROM GOSSIP

ENCOURAGING AND PARTICIPATING IN
THE REGULAR EVALUATION OF MY
MINISTRY AND COOPERATING WITH THE
REGION IN THE PERIODIC REVIEW OF
MY MINISTERIAL STANDING

SEEKING THE COUNSEL OF THE
REGIONAL MINISTER SHOULD
DIVISIVE TENSIONS THREATEN MY
RELATIONSHIP WITH THOSE |
SERVE

Relationship to
Ministry Colleagues

ENGAGING IN COVENANT
RELATIONSHIPS WITH
COLLEAGUES WHICH INVOLVE
NURTURE, DISCIPLINE, FAMILY
SUPPORT, VIGOROUS
DIALOGUE, MUTUAL
TEACHING/LEARNING, AND
SPIRITUAL FORMATION

SUPPORTING COLLEAGUES IN
MINISTRY AND THEIR FAMILIES
AND NOT EXPLOITING THEIR
PROBLEMS OR CRISES

PERFORMING PASTORAL SERVICES
WITHIN A CONGREGATION OR FOR A
MEMBER OF A CONGREGATION ONLY
AT THE INVITATION OF THE PASTOR OF
THAT CONGREGATION

SUPPORTING, AND AT NO TIME
SPEAKING MALICIOUSLY OF, THE
MINISTRY OF MY PREDECESSOR,
SUCCESSOR, OR ANOTHER

MINISTER IN THE CONGREGATION
IN WHICH | HOLD MEMBERSHIP

ENCOURAGING THE MINISTRY OF MY
SUCCESSOR UPON MY RETIREMENT OR
DEPARTURE FROM A MINISTERIAL
POSITION BY REFRAINING FROM
INTERFERENCE OR INTRUSION AND
MAKING IT CLEAR TO FORMER
PARISHIONERS THAT I AM NO LONGER
THEIR PASTOR

Relationship to the Community

and the Wider Church

PARTICIPATING RESPONSIBLY IN
THE LIFE AND WORK OF MY COMMUNITY,
BEARING PROPHETIC WITNESS TO
THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST, AND
WORKING TOWARD A JUST AND
MORALLY RESPONSIBLE SOCIETY

PARTICIPATING FAITHFULLY IN
THE LIFE AND WORK OF ALL
MANIFESTATIONS OF THE CHRISTIAN
CHURCH (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)

SEEKING TO KNOW, UNDERSTAND,
AND RESPECT THE DIVERSITY OF
OPINIONS AND PEOPLE WITHIN THE
CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCIPLES OF
CHRIST)

BEING A RESPONSIBLE REPRESENTATIVE
OF THE ONE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
AND PARTICIPATING IN ACTIVITIES
WHICH STRENGTHEN ITS UNITY,
WITNESS, AND MISSION
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