Who is my neighGor?

A Group Study on
Missional Ministry

X sessions with your church family, plus THREE
bonus sessions with non-church neighbors!

A resource provided by th€hristian Churches (Disciples of Christ) of Northern Califorfilevada
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Who Is My Neighbor?

How to facibitate WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR?

in your congregation
Welcome to a group study with a twist!

You may have done a small group study with your congregation beforeStihd/e Rise, Discipling, Talking Faith). If so,
GKAA F2NXYIG oAttt €221 FFEANI @ dzydadzNIINRAAY3IXEG FANROG O

¢KS FTANRG aAE 6SS1a& 2F (KAa &SNRSa yourhuditebdut iskuesdtat (G KS
matter: What do we need to celebratas a community, and of what do we need to let go? With whom does God call us
to be in relationship as a congregatioH®w do we get to know our neighbors better, if God calls us to love our
neighbors? How do we prepare ourselves personally for this egagional effort?

ThentheREAF dzy 060 S3IAYAH ¢KS 3ANRdzL) gAfft G11S | G2 6SS] o0NB
part of your group gatheringsd dzi @ 2dz 62y QG 06S NBONHAGAY3I LIS2LA S AYyAAF
whoR2y Qi 32 { 2ancenydeVer@&tdapodd Khioh | Yy R G KF G Qa 2711 é&H LGQ&a | ff
how to be missional!

2SQff 3ASG G2 GKFdG @¢2NR YAaaiaz2yl fediyeline foryduyodzin§der. Thiz NJ y 2
timeline fits with a specialized training for facilitators around the region, to get comfortable with the upcormiegk3
session involving both congregants and remmgregants.

Who Is My Neighborr?timeline

Beginduringfirst week of September. Faxample:
Who Is My Neighbor§atherings on Monday nightSeptembei6, 13, 20, 27, October 4 and.11

October 12Who Is My Neighborfarticipants begin to invite people to attend an upcoming thmeeek series to help
the church partner with others in malgrour community better(Suggestions on how to create a list are part of week six
in the lesson plan.)

October 23or 24, send a leader (or leaders if there will be several small groups) to a&gpotinated training near
you so that you can feel confidethat nonchurch members and church members alike will be heard and respected
during the threeweek series of conversations on the life of the community.

November 8, 15, and 22earning to be Partnetbree-week series with people from the community.

Jauary 3: Group reconvenes to ask the question: What did we learn from our partners? On what do we want to follow
dzL) g A G K 2dzNJ LI NIYSNARAK 2KFd YAYAadGNER 2LI2NIdzyAiASa R2
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The Logic Gehind WHO TS MY NEIGHBOR?

Missional church explained?!

9SSy G(KS YAaarzylf OKdIINOK GSELISNI&E o6FyR 6SQft LINBOI ¢
have trouble DEFINING missional ministry, so it might be best not to overwhelm folks with a really complicated
definth 2y NAIKG 2FF GKS o6Fdd . SOFdzAS @2dzOQONB FFOAEAGE GAyY3
AYF2NXYIFOGA2Y Ay OlFasS ljdSaidArzya 02YS dz2)x FyR faz2 (2 a
GYAaarzyl tf GKoghtdkheelson3nbtbiNB &

Ly 2dz2NJ 6SS1fe& 3INRdAzZI aSaaizyasz ¢ & arbughapdoximaiondbisomngof thd ( K |
keys to missional ministrizeing missional means living like Christ in community, focusing on the needthefs and

L ff26Ay3 2dNBESEt #Sa (2 aSNWS Ay GKS O2viESEG 2F 2 dzNJ & LX
inourmidst] S Qa oNBIF|] GKIFG R2gy | tAGGESY y20 a2 YdzOK gAd

Living like Chrish communitgp { 2 YS YA daAizylf OKdzZNOK F2f{1 are (GKS F2f¢
dualistic, in its spirituality. That is, it adopts the worldview of Jesus the Messiah, rather than that of theRBrean

empire. Instead of seeing theond as divided between the sacred (religious) and profane (nonreligious), like Christ it
a4SSa (KS ¢2NIR IyYyR D2RUa LI} | @ 6&hurdhyhatbelievésits work alliveeki®jlishas (i A ¢
holy as on Sunday morning (and assumesdtlveiil be work happening all week) is a missional church. A church that
engages every task as a holy mglhoosing a cleaning company that treats its workers well, buying fair trade coffee so
GKS® LI NGAOALN GS fSaa Ay lgkde tRatBoadSneeiing® lgaveddopldigeim@as if ey A |
encountered God is a missional church. This definition suggests living like Christ in the community that is the church
FYR Ffaz2 tAQAYy3 tA1S /KNRAG Ay iickiboseya® bathklv@NiKedek O2 Y Y (
missional church.

Focusing on the needs of othersy 2 4 KSNJ YA aaA2ylf LIKNIaSY a¢KS YAaarzyl
Incarnational here means it does not create spaces that have been made holyhintounbelievers must come to
encounter the gospel. Rather, the missional church seeps into the cracks and crevices of a society in order to be Chris
G2 K2a$S ¢6K2 R2y4i &Sl 1y26 KAY®DPE | YAa&aA zysedion OKweND K
0S0O02YS | LINIL 2F | O2YYdzyArAde GKIFIG ySSRa ¢KIFG 6S KI @S

lft26Ay3a 2dzNBSE B3Sa (2 ASNUS xy 2YKSEQx G SEG GAR yxdzMI LINK
AYGSNI OGa 6A0GK ALISOAFAOT NBfIFGAGS KdzYly aAiddzr Az2yao
worldview and then adapting the message, translating it in such a way that it camkeeneaningful to th@erson

within their local culturatontext. Itis primarily concerned with presenting Christianity in such a way that it meets
people's deepest needs and penetrates their worldviews, thus allowing them to follow Christ and refinain gwn

culturest 9 @SNE YAiaaAizylft OKdzZNOK aKz2dzZ R 221 | fAGGES RAT
own denomination, a gospsaityle church made of mostly middidass, middleaged people in the same type of
neighborhoodgave birth to a hip hostyle church focused on the different needs of poor youth in a nearby
neighborhood. The churches interact and grow spiritually because of the interactions, but each is responding to a very
different context in necessarily differemtays.
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XgKAES LINF OGAOAY3A 2LISYy S A adThe 2nisdibRaRciuiich adpls Briagastolié, tatheddhan A
hierarchical, mode of leadership. By apostolic we mean a mode of leadership that recognizes the fivefold model
detailed by Palin Ephesians 4. It abandons the triangular hierarchies of the traditional church and embraces a biblical,
flat-leadership community that unleashes the gifts of evangelism, apostleship, and prophecy, as well as the currently
popular pastoral and teachimgifts¢ ! OKdzZNOK (KI & SELISOGa FYFT Ay3I (KAy3a&
the assumption that God might redirect that energy in good and positive ways is a missional church. ¢This non
KASNI NOKAOFE ARSIF R2SayQirshéwayts & AS, the @iesRaéod d &l balievaisanedd 2 ¢
that everyone is held to the standard of accountability that we hold pastors to: we are all responsible for helping build
the realm of God through the gifts God has given us. This is generallgoghnews for the congregation because it
becomes a body of heavily invested, passionate ministers transforming the community in powerful ways.)

{2 y2¢ 0GKIFG @2dz KI@S 06SSy 3IAGBSY I ONI ak O2 dzNhéSoomys i K !
members of your congregation gather to discern about whether and how to embrace a missional way of being in the
church. If you have some time, take a moment to discern for yourself: Are there already seeds of any of these things in
your congregaon? What would happen if the congregation became intentional about cultivating a gift already growing
naturally? Are there things on this list the congregation might like to work on but has never thought about or never
known how to do? What would it lodike if those things started to happen? Are there things the congregation will

really struggle with? What might create a shift that would allow that to be a possibility? Carry that vision with you into
these sessions, even if you never say them out |dbey might become the basis of the conversation this group has
months down the road after all théust settles from the &veek and 3wveek series.
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Helpful information on this study, and advanced options
eng I ngd Ard rnmdco bi

LANGUAGE

Throuk 2 dzi G KA & addzReéx ¢S gAff dzaS GKS 62NR dOKdzZNODKE 2 NJ
you belong. That word is very comforting to many, but some people find it very alienating. Wherever you see the word
G/ KdzZNOKZ ¢ TSR3 STNEKSE B2 NRdzaiKGi A FAGE 08EF0 sPANRIE 2&dz RR Y
R2y QG € SdG Al 0S5 1lseelooutdiNdogsoNdaté wordiiakdSinvi@ dtifeiis Snyyaur group to do the same.
One thing to clarify whenever we say chiah, we always mean the people, not the building.

HOMEWORK

9OSNE 6SS|U GKSNB gAftf 0SS | GLINF @SN LN OGAOSe GKIG LIS
¢tKSNBQa | aKSSi(i e2dz Oy LIK2{G202LkR sadllfindtkabtd beRargthain KI &S
Sy2dzZa3KZ FyR Al A& RS&EAIYSR (2 NBAYF2NDS (KS G(KSYS:>T a:
For some individuals or groups, however, there will be a desire for more to help people dig a little deeper. Here are a
couple of optons for such individuals or groups:

LectiO DIVing Lectio Divina just means divine reading. Choolsible passage (a psalm, or perhaps the scripture for

that week) and meditate onitNS F R 1 KS LJ a&l 3S 2y O0OS | Rl &® hrdseRmpsoum X |
Fd YSK 2KFG A& D2 GKAALISNRAY3I G2 YS o62dzi Y& 26y f AF!
Fd YSK 2KIFG A& D2 GKAALISNAY3I G2 YS 62dzi Y& O2y3aNB3II
outatme? KI 4 Ad D2R GKAALISNAYI (2 YS Fo62dzi Y& ySAIKO2NK?2
and39 GSNE yAIKGXEZ AyOfdzRS GKS 1jdzSadAz2ys a2KIFG YAIKGEG GKA
(KS Of 2aAy3 ljdzSadvA Ay THRE defyl o §T (KIS2 oA RAG 2F (KAA SEL

R
R

/Ol/f/?c?//ﬁg.'lf a congregation or individual desires more hope or positivity through this experience, a gratitude journal
might be a great experiment to take on: Every night, write five things for which yograteful and one sentence on

K2g GKIG O02yySO0ta 6AGK 2NJ LINBLI NBS& @2dz 62 RSt gAGK i
GSQNB g NB 2F ¢KIFG Ad Aa ¢S It NBIRe KI@gSo

/Dfﬁj/f’rﬂﬁff/?é’fi'lf a congregation has a lot of experience with tiyise of study, consider taking it up a notch: Add

prayer partners to the mix. During the week, you will pray for each other. Aboutveék, prayer partners will touch
oFrasS 2 &aSS K2g 2yS Fy2G0KSNJ Aa R2A Y IshdrestoreSibm hel ovinyifd 2
connecting to those themes.
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A few Gbasgic Logistical details

Indoingthesél 1 dzZRA Sa F2NJ I FSg &SIFENB Y263 6SQ@S 06S3dzy G2 S|
ability to engage the content and gleep, and a lot of that comes out to details:

9PSNE $SS1T UGKSNBQa || aGa¢KAy3Ia e2dz gAfft ySSRE fArado al ]
OFaS &2dz ySSR (2 LIZNDKI &S a2YSUKAYy3 GKSSia YRS 2A0/DNB
olffazé 6KAOK YAIKG dGF1S I tAGGES GAYS (G2 GNIY Ol R2oY«

If you settle into the room 15 minutes before others arrive, it allows you to feel less flustered, and others will feel the
same way. ReviewktS f Aaid 2F AGSYa @2dz ySSR IyR YIS adaNB S@SNI

Try to make the meeting space cluttieee. If there are papers lying around from the last session, straighten them out.
Make sure the altar space isclear. (in®i = dzaAy3a GKS alry$S Ot20K FyR YlI&oS |
F£GFN aLl 0S KSfLla ONBIFGS a2YS O2yliAydzade FyR | Sétm

LT LI2&daArofSsy SalLISOALFffte AT AaAGga [ OaAWKK S HARPR daF2 Li 6B Ol ;
if you have different people placing items on the altar during the opening ritual, this makes it more accessible.

Singing: Your group may love to sing, or you may find it centers people. If sitherdase, you have a couple of

options: Choose one song you think speaks to the group and sing it every week as the opening song (and a song to br
LIS2LX S FNRY avYlff 3INRdzZIA 61 01 G2 G§KS 0 MIewddddoplzbds &reF & 2
GLQY D2yyl [A@GS {2 D2R /Iy &S aS¥¢ G{LANRG 2F G§KS [
sing a different song each week, in which case suggestions have been provided.

Our hope is that this study would @/ you to use it in a group ranging fronr280, depending on your strategjyou

want to start with atest group and then expanglease feel free to do soin fact, you might choose a test group and let
GKSY 1y26 GKS@Qfttf 0S5 ovnSmalgrgups afieKgdingahBoddgh B éncedoyeihatong theSeA NJ
fAYySa>X Ybh2 _ h!w Dwh!t O6K2g Yikhkodsk&hdtlydu Heedhasedod blibtithéss dr [ |
shyness. Pay attention to which questions need deeper discussion and carrsigiéng a separate series. (This
KFELIISYSR (2 2yS O2yaNB3IlFGA2y AY thédquekions Fiddéred so muihikhought R A R
that they decided to expand by another 6 weeks just to go deeper with the same questions in the book.)

Basit f f X dzaAS (GKAA 3JIdZARS K26SOSNJ 60Said FAGA @2dz2NJ O2y IANE:
your context nearly as well as you do. May God go with you on this journey!

So that everyone knows howthe sixSS1 & SNA Sa welkdme to $hare theXolladwvhgigoddBent with the
group or hang it up in your meeting place. Consider putting the next two pagegdelck so people have some basic
information.
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Week one:

Week two:

Week three:

Week Four;

Week Five:

Week Six:

Outline for Who Ts My Neighbor?e
«?AHA>N=P Ageneedk] o®?poe€Lnaoaj aékE

We take time this week to look back on what is meaningful in our own histories that has made us who
we are.

«HappejceCk -

This week we look at the past through another lens: Are there times that even good things about our
past might holdus back?

«PdaéD]hhs]JuélLdaj kiaj kj -

Is it possible to get to a point where we know we need to let go of what came before WITHOUT rushing
into whatever is next? Can we get comfortable in the hallway where God has guided us without rushing

intothey SEG F GF At o6fS R22NE y2 YIGGSNI 6KFGQa Aya&aarl
«>ececn]l aoeejepdaéeh] ) éeékbeéc
2 KSy S 'w9 fSR 42YS4KSNBI K26 R2 6S | @2AR fAQ

F2ft&@T GAAR2Y 6AGK20EGA 0248313 S6 S al 0RH  INRAIOSKEK o
whether we should be afraid of them.

«SahhoéeknéS] hho; =

As we seek to become a missional community, how do we know our neighborhood, and how do we tear
R2oy oslftfta oS R2y QG S@Sy aSSK

«Jkéqoée]j) épdai 7éefgopeqo?* -

As we do serious work to prepare for our threeek series with people from the neighborhood, we
spend sme time imagining ourselves expecting roongregants to have just as much to offer us as we
KIS (2 2FFSNISIXKSW XKy NBIOWGAET FSGIKSNBE L{ y2 dza |
same goal in the community.

Information on the threeweek series with notwongregants will be forthcoming by the beginning of September!
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Outline for Miggional Bi6le Study

Eachweek we will follow a similar flow, trying to honor ahdur time commitment. (A less verbose group, or a group
quick with transitions, would easily be done in 1.5 hours, but we want to prepare people for the longer time period just
in case.)

Introductions/check-in (five minutes)

Ritual Opening with optional singindfive minutes) (This is found at the back of the book and can be copied to be used
every week, including the objects to place on the altdryou choose to also sing, you will want to grab hymaalsvell)

Nareoepej cearkeh €h] opésaag2oépdai a
Reading Of scripture ive minutes)

Brief reflection on key elements from the scripture (generally 10 minutes MAX)

Break-Out groups o go deeper into the scripture or the reflection, including a plssactivity (half hour)

Sharing highlights from smal groups with the large group (10 minutes)

Wrapupo A y 0t dzRAy3 aKk2s G2 YI1S GKAa O2yONBiGSé0 6FALS YA
Hand out aily prayer practice for the week to reinforce the theme

Hand out theMisSiON MementOr an object that underlines the theme. (Objects will be suggested, with the group
leader in charge of supplying them)

ClOSing community Prayer (five minutesyfound in the appendix, to be copied for use every week)

These sessions will also functionoufioK S o6 &A O NMzt S& FT2NJ O2yOSNEI GA2Yy (Y2:¢
discussed at the first meeting.

10

——
| —



Who Is My Neighbor?

Session #1: Psalm 136
CELEéBR@S D Fncor oqgdrdmbd h

Advance preparation:

Let people know that for the first session, they have heeited to bring something cool and old that they
KFgS Ay GKSANI 26y K2YS® LT &2dz KIS GAYSE aSS A¥F
the church building and bring it also. (Keys, antique radio, old family bible, antique nidiriawelry, old

pictures)

Items you will need for this session:

1 Name tags if appropriate
1 Old pennies or something people associate with old times, like thimileshough for the whole

group

1 Bibles

1 Hymnals if singing

1 Copies of opening ritualcan be used aleeks)

1 Item #1 for opening ritual

1 Copies of closing rituglcan be used all weeks)

1 Copies of Holy Manner&an be used all weeks)

T .A0fSa 2NJ O2LIASa 27T (KNRBV andMehsage traqsatiths die gaxiBuladyt 3
good for this weekTry to have a few versions available.

1 Flipchart or whiteboard

1 Big sheet of paper with missional ministry definition written up on it (this will be used every week):
Being missional means living like Christ in community, focusing on the needs of otlieadioanng
2dzNBE St 9Sa G2 aSNWS Ay G(KS O2yGSEG 2F 2dzNJ 4LISO
spirit in our midst.

91 Copies of Congregational Litany Shedbund on page

1 Copies of daily prayer practice sheeenough for the whole grougound on page

1 Paper and writing utensils

1 Optional: Copies of pages-20 backto-back(outline of series)

Introduction (5 minutes)

After a genuine and enthusiastic welcome to everyone, invite them to share the following:
Gae YIYS Ad Yy uyyyyy Yy P TSormdthisd tathasbirodght joyt&myy y
NS R URURURURUURURURURURURURRUNURUTRURUR RS

11
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Ritual Opening (found on page ____in indet§ minutes)

Review HOly Manners (s minutes)

Invite group to considerusing Halyl Y Y SNBE & G Nz Sa 2F GKS NRIFRE F2N
Manners together. Ask if there are any of these guidelines the group wants to amend, and get the group to
FINBS (G2 0(GKS&S NHzZ Sa (2 3IdzA RS SEKSS NOZE ySAS MBYT ({(1AKSy MNP
meeting the whole time.

Expectations fOr this Series (s minutes)

Let the group know this is a sikeek series, and it will build on itself over those six weeks, so the more weeks
people can attend, the better. ThislMde particularly helpful since the more people who can participate in the
additionalthreeg SS1 aSaaizy fFGUGSNI2ys (2 6KAOK 6S AYy@AiGS
church, the better. The idea of this six weeks is about getting oussedady to be a congregation deeply and
LI adaAz2ylaSte Ay t20S 6A0GK 2dz2NJ ySAIKo2NAR 06SOF dza S

Sing together to set the tone for the time together s minutes)

Possible song to sing together:
G{LANRG 2FCHKS

| XRIEYHE BRPYRE &S
Gaz2NB [20S (G2 ¢KSS:

h / KNR&AGDE

Discussion for first week: MISSTONAL2! (5 minutes)

Feel free to use this language or adapt as necessary:
CKAa aSNAS& Aa | 062dzi GKS ARSI 2F 0SAy3 Yhdaai?
AGQa 3I2Ay3 G2 6S | t2y3 NRBIR 0SF¥2NB ¢S adl NI
practicing the really important elements of being missional long before the @uithe-streets work
0S3IAyad {2 fSGQa G§KNRg 2tdikeeplintheBadkdKourReéadsXoymw A 2 Y
GKAOK SQff 02YS ol O1 G2 SIOK 6SS]

Put up the piece of paper with this definitidiake sure it stays up all of this sessionwill be referenced
again at the end of this sessioksk the group to read it oublid.

Being missional means living like Christ in community, focusing on the needs of others,

and allowing ourselves to serve in the context of our specific community while

LIN OGAOAY3 2LSyySaa (2 D2RQa 3IdzZARAYy3A alL
LF & 2 dzQNEB field any migaNgadstimris,$dt remind them this will be discussed all 6 weeks.

12
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Reading Of scripture; Pgalmq 136 (s minutes)

Ask two volunteers to read two different translations, one after the other. Since the psalm is written like a
responsive litany,§s G KS NBIFRSNJ 42 NBFIR (GKS NBalLRyairgsS tAyS
aSaalasSy aKAad t20S ySOSNIl[jdzAGaédo G2 GKS 3INRdAzZLIE |
say it as a response during the reading.

large Group reflection: valuing our past (s minutes)

Spend five minutes brainstorming imagery for God that speaks to all of you, recognizing that it might be different for
everyone. Write these suggestions on a flipchart or whiteboard.

Share any of the followinigformation in your own words or as written:
2 SONB y20 NBlIffte adiNB’ ¢K2 ogNROGS talfyY mMoc3X 0dz
the author:
1T D2RQ& LIR2aSNFdA 2085
1 ¢KS KAAG2NR 2F D2RQ& LIS2L)X S 60KS swhbokshix LIS
with them at the time of the author.
1 The importance of praiseeven in hard times.

Psalmmoc Ad NBFTSNNBR (G2 a a¢KS DNBFG 1FHEfStze
worship, especially at Passover and New Yedtss the only Psalm specifically designed to be used
Fa +F fAdGFyeyY (GKS LIKNIXYasS aF2NI KAa adSFRTFLad f2

line praising specific attributes of Gotland there is a real possibility that this was written during a
time of real strife or struggldor the Jewish community to comfort them by reminding theof all the
ways God had been present in the past.

1 Ask people tgair up andshare any oldtems they might have brought, or any on the table that they
FAYR AYGSNBadAyaIoe [Si GKS ¢gK2fS INRAzZI (y2¢ (K
SO to pay attentionAsk themo sharewhat the value of these items is and what those iteemaind
them of.

T ! FGSNI (0 KSe Qg SkitakybneBaR evar jacetl dh HarlBn® arld found it helpful to look back
on how things worked out in the past as a source of encouragement, like the Psalmist might have don
(Consider sharing a story adyr own.) Ask them to think about how those objects might offer a source
2F O2YF2NI 2NI NBYAYRSNI 2F LRaAGAGS LI NLaA 27 L)

! from rotation.org by Phyllis Wezeman & Ann Liechty

13
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f Then ask everyone to pick GpK S A NJ LJ- Wdil goSahoiing theiciict With each person offering a
one-sentence prayer of thanks to God for the meaning behind that object, or for the purpose it has
served.

aCtiVity: 8’0“4'0“( Groups (2s minutes)

Break the groups into three or four at most; make sure each group bapy of the group activity sheand

pen and one recorder.

Introduce this section by noting three major movements in Psalm 136:
T versesip OSt SONIGS D2R Ia / NBIG2NI YR D2RQa ONXBI
M versesltiH OSf SoNIGS D2RQAa LINBASYOS | yR &adzlJLl2 NI A
 verses2®6 celebratD2 RQa SGSNY It 23S F2NJ I ff

Let the small groups know that the task this session is to help this wonderful passage come to life in our mids
[ SG GKSY (y2¢ e2dQfft o6S fSIFIRAY3I GKSY GKNRdAAK az2y
minutesONLY for their small group to respond and for the recorder to jot down respmmdes back of the
sheet Be sure everyone gets to shafbe assignment for the group Lsst things we would include in a litany
of praise (like Psalm 136) regarding otinurch, bearing in mind the following two questions
1. 2 KId R2 @2dz OSt SON}YGS Fo62dzi D2RQa LINBaSyoOoS |y
been part of this church for long, or if this is a new church, think instead of other organizations of
support in your past)
2.2 KFd R2 @2dz OStSONI UGS 02dzi D2RQ& LINBKaSyoOoS Iy
Now the groups have about 15 minutes to fashion a litany of celebration (or a public prayer of psangg)
the responses they just hearoh thefront of the sheetL (i R BeBditg/h@ eloquent or long; use what is true
to the life of your church and your own life. They can use the NRSV or The Message refrain or create their ov

highlights from small groups @sminutes)
Bring group backtogetid®) 6 & aAy3IAy3ad (GKS az2y3a @2dz aly3a |4 2LSyAy3

Return to the definition of missional ministry on the board. Ask the following question:
Ly @2dzNJ INRdzZLJQa fAGlyeTE gKSNB R2 @é2dz aSS St Sy
1 living like Christ in community,
1 focusing on the needs of others,
9 allowing ourselves to serve in the context of our specific community
f LN OGAOAY3 2LSyySaa (G2 D2RQa 3IdzZARAY 3 &LANRK
Take a few minutes for them to identify those elements.

14
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2 minute wrap-up

WSYAYR GKS 3INPRdzL) G4KIFG &adzOK AYONBRAOGES OSt SONIGAZ
LINBaSyids oNAy3Ia dza (2 Fy alFGidAGddzZRS 2F 3INI GAGdzRS O
adzLILI2 NI K ! aAYLX S nkadéquage put @a¥tuzif werc@nSeitrang anibuildirfy & life of
gratitude this week, it will broaden our foundation of thanksgiving.

Daily Prayer Practice for the Week

Share the following in your own words:
This week, your prayer practice will be to contieuo reflect on Psalm 136 and throughout the week
to write your own contemporary and personal litany. You may work on a rough draft off this special
paper, adding a phrase to the litany each day. At the end of the week, before we meet again, please
complete a litany on this paper. You may keep it personal and confidential; you may bring it back to
share with the group by placing it up for all to read; you may offer it to the church for a prayer time
2NJ AY GKS ySgat SiiaSNI 2 NI kbfite, 2ty. td. I PartictlarSroeke sgrg’ & 2
you spend time thinking about things from your past that help shape who you are today, and thank
God for those things.

Missional memento:

Hand out the old objettthe pennies or thimblasto everyone. These objeaiher have some history or
represent history in some way. Invite them to consider carrying this object in their pocket all week or setting it
on their bedside table, so that they are regularly reminded of how God has carried them this far. If the church
has a long history, invite them to make sure to take time each day to think about ways God has been present
the life of the church for so long. If the church is new, invite them to read portions of the book of Acts as a wa
of reflecting on how God hasirried the church through 2,000 years of amazing support, love, and courage in
the face of insurmountable odds. Take this week to recognize where God was in our past both individually an
collectively. Hopefully this will help with the prayer practiceticr week.

Closing community prayere e 2 dzogs + ¢ NBF Re YIRS O2LASas odzi It a2

Additional assignment: Ask the group to bring antiqquated items next week things that are
old but no longer serve a purpose.
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Session #2: Genesis 12

Letting go

Advance preparation:

If you have a means of communicating with your group, remind them a day or two beforehand to bring in an
old antiquated objeat 8 2 YS GO KAy 3 (Kl §0Qa y2 f2y3ISNI dzaSTdzZ o

[tems needed this week:
91 Copies of ritual opening, ritual closingnd holy manners
T 1 O02Lk 2F (GKS FAfY a¢KS WSNJ] ¢ OdzSR G2 GKS ao

KAa ¢6AFS YR aleas aL R2yQl ySSR @&2dzH L R2yQi

1 DVD player and TV (or LCD projector and screen, etc.)

1 Obects #1 and 2 for ritual opening

1 Hymnals

1 White board or flip chart and markers

T /2L 2F GKS YAaarzylft YAyYAailNEBeiaRnsbidng dearsfving y A
like Christ in community, focusing on the needs of others, and allowirgetues to serve in the
O2yGSEG 2F 2dzNJ aLISOAFAO O2YYdzyride KAt S LINT O

§ Bibles or copiesof scripturé 1 KS w{ + 2FFSNR | GNIyatladArAzy GKI

f Old, antiquated objectgrotary phone, old vk NA y 33 LIAOGdzZNBE 2F | a2RSt ¢

longer of much use)ust in case people forgot to bring their own.
1 Stressbhall® 2 NJ AF &2dz OFlyQl FAYR (K2aS> Of 20KSaLMAya
1 Copies of prayer practice for session #2 foundhe Appendix

Introduction: (5 minutes)

For the opening this week, who would be willing to share two or three thirfgem your prayer
practicethat you never expected to find on there? OR who would be willitmgshare your litany?

Ritual Opening:page __(5 minutes)

Singing together to set the tone for our time together @minutes)
L¥ @2dz R2y Qi KI @S | GKSYS &d2y3a3s KSNB NBE | O2dzJ
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' ONJ YZI 2dzNJ KSNB Ay (2RlI&Qa o0Ao06fS auz2NeBsz GNY @S
builtaltarsi2 D2 RX NBYAYRAY3I dza (GKIFIG SOSNE LI I OS Ol
a0FyRAY3 2y |1 2f@& DNRAzyRZI£O0TKSoAgHAIGKI 8f &8 KDBEER Az
Praise is also a great choice.)

Nar e oe p éepe/gttisg kefarel tog thowpke: snasa g 2 0 €
WSYAYR GKS 3INRdzL) GKFG fFrad 6SS17 F20dzaSR 2y 3INI (A
things that have happened in our past that have made us who we are today.

Revisitthe mainpoin@ ¥ | 2f & al yYSNARAZ NBYAYRAY3I GKS 3INPRdAzL) K
series.

Starting ACt|V|ty (L0 minutes)

Share withthe group in your own words or those provied:
Last week, the group brought in treasured objects from the past. Are there ever times when things
we love can hold us back?
If you brought some outdated items, put them out and invite the group to reflect on what life would
be like if we used those objestinstead of the ones we have now. Do we know anyone who really
holds on to those old items? Why? What might they lose out on?
LT LIS2LX S KI @S NBFR 2NJ aSSy GKS [2NR 2F (KS wAiy3
possessorsand howit can misshape them.
Think back to the items that we brought last wegkcan really good old items ever hold us back?
LF A0 R2SayQiG O02YS dzlJ ylrGdzNF tftex AGQa @g2NIK O]
stop us from being abl@pen ourselves to new things.
2 KFG LRaaroAfAdASa YAIKG D2R KI @S Ay aG2NB T2
with?
This can be interpreted personally or congregationally. Go ahead and write the resoitt@wphite board or
flip chart. Then turn to the definition of missional ministry and ask,
2 KFG R2Sa af SGdAy3a 32¢ KI@S G2 R2 gAGK 2dzNJ RS

Reading Of scripture: Gemesig 72:1-9 (3minutes)
6w{+ A& GKS 0Said KSNB 0SSOl dza S tdbé abtebsing& o Of S+ NJ G KS LI2A

large Group reflection @ominutes)

Share the following as written or in your own words.
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¢CKS FTANRG GAYS 6S KSIFN IFo2dzi ! avlcerchmekiomabovep |
telling him to pack up and move, to a place with a different language, different cultural rules and
norms, different everything. And he does. He picks up and moves. You get the sense that he does so
without a backward glance. Howaks he do it? WHY does he do 2D he really do it?

{K2g Of ALI FNRY GKS WSN] ® LYy@AGS LIS2LX S (2 akKl NB

hard it can be to walk away from things we love. Has any of them ever felt like they weftiaganound a

whole bunch of junk like that? How would Abram have felt hearing that message from God?

| S @2dz SOSNI 6SSYy Ay | &aArddz A2y S6KSNB &2dxQ0
make a completely clean start? What was it like at the time@oking back on it, how do you feel
about the experience?

[221Ay3 6101 |G flrad 655104 SELSNASYyOS 2F 1! D
555104 LN} @8SNJ SELISNASYyOSas 6KIG R2S&a (GKA& DSy
situations? If our blessings are many, what might God be expecting and requiring of us in response?

Ask the group a few questions to help focus thoughts about this passage:

1 What promises did God make in this passage?

Do you think Abram expected texperience the fullness of these promises in his own life time?

1 Would you have walked away from everything you knew to go into a completely different setting
with a different culture, especiallyat the age of 75?

=

activity: BreaR-out groups (is minutes)
Now, In small groups of three or four, and seatédk each group to brainstorm answers to the following
questions. A scribe should record responses.
1. Why would God possibly have asked someone who is comfortable with where they are to go into
such uncomfotable terrain?

2.[SG4Qa AYF3AAYS GKA&A ad2NB AayQid || o2 dziKlYiz ATy 3 (L
Y2OAYy3d 2dziAARS 2dzNJ O2YF2NIli 1T2yS YR 6KIFG 6SQN
their comfort? Have you ever had an experienc&kws N5 G KIF 6§ Q&4 6SSy | Dhhb5

310N Y A& OFftfSR 060& D2RQ& TFdzidz2NBE K2LIJS |yR Ll2aa
worth the change?
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5 minute wrap-Up (s minutes)

Bring group back together with singing the song from the beginning afeélsionAsk the group to BRIEFLY
share their answer to the third question.
In the story of Abram, he goes on to become the father of both Judaism and Isldenfollows God
faithfully, and when he is 100, his9gear2 f R 6 A TS 0SI NBE FKohfath.l a2y ® ¢ K
2 KFiQa AYyGSNBalAy3a | o2dzi GKS ad2NBE ¢S NBIFR (2
read verses IpT OSNES wmn (Stfa dza GKS FANARG GKAy3 KS
FILYAYS Ay KAa ySé Kz2YS dch@3airightyiade IdhfieRn banefitsgbidtlit i &
does not necessarily feel good in the short terffhe journey prepared him for the responsibility of
KAa NRfS Fa FIFHGKSNI 2F | ySg NBftAIA2YyS odzi KS
IftherlSQ& GAYS> Fal GKS 3INRdzZ) K2g GKSe& aSS afSlidaAay3
We might have to let go of some comforting things in order to live like Christ imoaunity, to focus
on others, for our love of God to make sense to people in our current location, and certainly to
LINF OGAOS 21LSyySaa G2 D2RQA 3JdzZARAY I &LIANISlchAy
faith is terrifying, but such faith islso necessary for us to become the people God would have us be.
LGQa GKS 2yfteée gle GKFEG ¢S Oly 06S02YSs |a D2R

Daily Prayer Practice for the Week

LiQa GAYS (2 OF NNE T2 NI &bigdvaysjudi likd2bram way ¢lled tb dolilK
0KS bSg ¢SaidlyYySyd S FAYR (KAA LI &aalk3asSs a2 A0K
gSS1IXla S GKAY]l lo2dzi GKS gl &a D2R O2dzZ R dza$sS
neighborhood, or justhow God might use each of us evetay to share love and grace, let us
commit to saying this mantra at least 10 times a day.

| FYyR 2dzi a0GNRARLIA 2F LI LISNI gA0GK GKFEG 6SS1Qa LINF &SN

Missional memento

Hand out the stress balls (or clothespins):
Each day this week, squeeze this stressball (or clothespin) and notice the amount of energy you exert
on it. Then release. As you do so, think about the energy that can go into keeping things the way
they are, and notice how your hand hastoclosetod®so YR K2 g @&2dz Ol yQi R?2
@2dzNJ KFYR gKAfS @2dzQNBE R2Ay3 GKFEGd 2KSy @2dz N
KFyR AasX YR K2g AGQ&a FNBS (2 R2 20KSNJ 6KAy3a
are not grasping o something else.

CIOSing Community Prayer (s minute$ found in Appendix.
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Session #3: Mark 1.9-13
The hallway phenomenon

Items you will need for this session:

1 Ritual opening copies

1 Ritual opening objects 1, 2 and 3

1 Community Closing Prayer copies

1 HolyManners copies

1 Name tags and markers

1 Bibles

1 Hymnals

 emptycupspb 2 NAGS 2y GKS Odzllr &a¢ KS dza SJUSX BESGRE THET (i |
SESSION BEGINS, MAKE SURE THE CUPS ARE FILLED WITH WATER

1 Enough bowls (for pouring water into) for all themall groups

1 full teapot, cup, and tray that can hold overflow liquid

1 Copies of prayer practice in Appendix, cut into strifi3ay 1, 2, etc.) and paperclipped.

1 Definition of missional ministry in a place people can see it.

Introduction (s minutes)

AslLIS2 LX S T NNAGSS a1l GKSYX Ay (GKS ALIANRG 2F GKAA
RATFSNBYG s1re 2F ARSYdOGATeAy3ad GKSyYaStgSakK t A0l |
0SAYy3a O2YLX SGSteé 2MRBYsNA(B2REA GI@&YRIyAax Ol yIYS
5SS1T Ad W dINA2dza®Q hiKSNA YAIKG 0ST G¢K2dAKG T dz ¢
YySg aylYSaéd (GKNRdAzZAK2dzi (GKA&A &aSaarzyo

Ritual Opening: found in Appendix5 minutes)

Sing together to set the tone for the time together @minutes)
{AYyOS (KA&a 6SS1Qa (KSYSShaSsSANHEHI O3Y X 2NB NKE SI& A § N
YSE L oAttt F2f{f200¢

Nareoepejcekbeéeh] owpkesswasag? oepda

WSYAYR GKS 3INRdzL) GKFG fFrad 6SS1 s61a ¥F20dzaSR 2y |
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order to be ready for what God had in store for him. This week continues that theme, particularly about gettin
NAR 27F 2 dzui tikaBgery i thetwayiokvéhat &od wants to fill us wiRevisit the missional ministry
definition. Hand out Holy Manners and remind them we covenanted to live with these guidelines.

Reading Of scripture: Marg 7:9-13 @ minutes)

large Group reflection: is the Aallway, in the wildorness (s minues)

Feel free to read the following, or summarize it in your own words:

Deciding to become missional both in personal and congregational ministry often measigraficant

shift in the way we think about relationships and in learning completely new perspectives that
challenge our assumptions and beliefs. Thisdiof shift does not happen overight. As with any
substantial change, there is a transitional period which is Bptiescribed by the metaphors of
Ge22dz2NySeé¢ YR agAf RSNySaaodé LG Gl 1Sa GAYS G2
3S2ANI LIKAOFfftes Fa Ay (NI @StAy3a FTNRBY 93&LJi (2
emotionally, growing and expanding to inctle different perspectives and new experiences. As
ASOSNIf &a0OK2fl NB KIFI@S y20iSRZ GKS F2NIleé& &SIk N&
way, but because it took that long for the Hebrew people to transition from being slaves to being
responsble for their own lives and their covenant with God.

4

Ly al Nl Qa 32aL)Sfsx WSadza R2Sa y2d 02YS dzLJ 2 dzi
alez a!ft NRAIKAIGH b2g OGKIO GKFGQa R2y Sz tSiQa
Ayid2 GKS RSaSNIé¢ F2N F2NIeé& RI&a

Transitional timecan be necessary to give us distance from what came beford it is also

extremely unsettling because most often, there is a stretch of the journeye wilderness or the

desertt 6 KSNBE ¢S BWKSESWBG ¢685dzNBBE F2Ay3ITd LIQEA Fa AF 66
hallway, and then the door slammed shut, leaving us in the dark without being able to see where the
ySg 2LISY R22NJ g2dZ R 0So CKA&d GKIffgle the€Sy2Y
and not rushthrough any old door to feel safe again. Thisanecessaryh Y Odzo I GA 2y GAYS
0 K A fgradginside us and around us. If w@)avoid or(b) rushit, we end up staying in the old

room, just rearranging the furniture or applying a new coat of paint. To be open to new ideas,
20KSNBRQ LISNBLISOGAGSaS | yR LI gt6heilerptied soNdatftherd is 2 v &
room to receive to newways of seeing and being.

(At this point, set out the tray, teapot and cujpustrate the story as you tell )t.
There is an old wisdom story that tells of a Master who was approached by a hopeful student. Eager

to impress the Master, the student begato speak of all the things he knew. He raved on and on for
twenty minutes. Eventually the Master began to pour tea into a teacup on the table. When the cup
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51 a4 FdzE £ GKS aladSNI 1SLIW LRdAdNAYIXIEYR L}R2dNXy3
inally he student stopped. At first he thought the Master was blind, or perhaps abseimded. He
I
I
|

—

GaldaGSNE &aG2LH /IyQliG &2dz aSS (GKS OdzLld A a
| & KS Lizi R2gy O Kvbcanilfehchoi whenitHeng R nodddm? Qedbe &
2y 0S &2dz KIS SYLIWIASR &2dzNJ OdzLlpé

O < Q¢ T &

A
A
O

— 2 ;U‘

aCtiVity: 8’0“4'0“( Groups (2s minutes)
If you can break intéour groups, have each group focus on ONE of thesasand then report back to the
group.
Ask each groufo reflect on ONE aspect of the definition of missional ministry in their conversation

1 living like Christ in community,

i focusing on the needs of others,

1 allowing ourselves to serve in the context of our specific community

 LINF OGAOAY 3 2 LisiAgy/spidt & ouli BidsD2 RQa 3
| F S SIFOK 3aANRdzZL) 412 dal 26 R2Sa GKS OdzZll adi2NEB FTAG
might our community be too full with something to make space for God to fill us with something new in this
I NB I K¢
After five or ten minutes of this conversation, ask everyone to take one of the filledrdiosie empty bowl
per group and in their small groups to reflect on the following:

What opinion, fear or other thing isnaking my cup so full?

As they identify wayshey need to be emptied (individually and/or as a congregation), let them know that
/| KNA&ad Aa GKS o02¢f asSiti G2 NBOSAQYS gKIG GKS& I NB
they name what they need to be emptied of, let them pdwirtwater into the bowl.

highlights from small groups s minutes)

Invite the groups to share what they learned in their discussion.

Make sure the group is situated where at least half have a different view of the room (e.g. in a circle, two side
will be looking across at each other, and thus see different people and a different wall of the room). Ask one
side to describe the room, jusy looking straight ahead. Now ask the other half if that matches their

perception of the room, and to describe what the room looks like from where they are sitting. It works
especially well when there is a major different, like one is salidand the other is windowsWe become

more receptive to new ideas and actions that might make us feel uncomfortable when we are able to let go o
2dzNJ 26y OSNIFAYyGe Fo2dzi K2g¢ KAy 3aHow ghtthatby elpi - { S
as we look aour definition of missional ministry?

%If the group is too small for this, the whole group can look at each aspect, but make sure tdhe@amversation along quickly.
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5 minute wrap-Up (s minutes)

It was a small congregation, mostly older members, with little idea how to pay the bills. But a
combination of a dynamic new pastor (with a blue stripe running through her cropped gray)rand

a faithful congregation actually practiced openness to whatever God would bring their wand

sure enough, God brought a group of formerly incarcerated men from the halfway house down the
road into Fruitridge Christian Church in Sacramento! If t@ngregation had been full of who God
SHOULD bring them, they would have had no room for these men. But they had practiced the
spiritual discipline of being empty, and therefore they were able to receive the gift of men who sang
loud and prayed passionatg and begged for bible study and who read scripture in their free time
and energized the flagging congregation.

Even Jesus needed a transitional period before he launched fully into his ministry! Wherever we see
metamorphosis in nature, there is alwayan incubation or gestation time. This is true for individual
transformation. This is true for community transformation. For most of us, living missionally in our
SOSNERI& tA0Sa ogAff NBIdZANBE I AKATAO Ay weKS 4|
serve. It will require new ways of thinking to address challenges that have no quick or easy solution.
¢CKS f2y3aASNI ¢S IINB gAffAy3a (G2 aqadre Ay (GKS gAf
ways of seeing, the more receptive we can be to nawpiration and possibilities. The hardest part

Ad o0SAYy3 gAftAy3a G2 aadlre Ay GKS KIffglee dzyi
forcing just any door. This requires trusting God, and learning how to discern what is emerging,
which we cover next week.

Missional memento

Ask them to take their cups from the small group activity home as their missional memento.

Daily Prayer Practice for the Week

Hand out strips of paper.

Explain that each morning they fill out the first half. Eaebning they fill in the second half, and they place it in the
empty cup. On the last day,-read the list and see what God has filled your cup with.

'RRAGAZ2Y I E LINF @SNJ LINIF OGAOSY t NI Ol A OBiredté pidbléndalve, ankl gu A Y
fastLJr OSR 62NI R gl yida Iy FYyasSNI GNRIKGI y263r¢& GNB 1 SSLRAY
R2gyZ a1z a2KFG StasS YAIKG GKSNB o0SKé l'YR R2 GKIFG -
0ST2NB aSdhidtAy3a 2y aiKSé¢ |yasgSN®

Closing community prayer: appendixs minutes)
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Session #4: Numbers 13, 14:1-4
Big grapes in the Land of giants

Items you will need for this session:
1 Flip chart and markers
Pieces of paper and additional markers, penaispens for small groups
Bibles
Hymnals
Copies of ritual opening
Objects 14 for ritual opening
Copies of ritual closing
Copies of Holy Manners
Copy of missional ministry definition
Copies of Session #4 prayer practice cards found in appendix
BaggiesofraaAya ¢AGK | OFNR Ay GKSY GKI G ThBelakido | &
share the Good News of Jesus Christ, witnessing, loving and séfiimés My Neighboro the ends
of the earth."[Acts 1:8)

= =4 4 4 -4 4 -5 -5 2 -9

Introduction (s minutes)
Go around theroom today and answer this questivi. ay S| NI @ RARyYy Qd GF 1S GKS ¥
el HITRURURURURURURURURURURURURUNURURURTRTRITRITRC RS

Ritual Opening: Appendixs minutes)

Sing together to set the tone for the time together @minutes)
t 2a3A0f Gusthedgumnayyé da[ SR aSX DdzZARS aSzXé 2N 42 KSNB |

Nareoepejcekbéeh]opaswwag?oepda
Read as written or in your own words.
We started our journey four weeks ago celebrating the things in our history for which we were
ANF GSFdzZf = LI NLGAOdzZ F NI @ G(GKS gl eéa D2R KlFa 0SSy
Three weeks ago we paid attention to areas where we midpet holding on to things that actually
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held us back and kept us from pursuing a path that God would have us follow. Last week we began

to practice emptying ourselves so that there would be room for God to fill us up with something
important. This week, we bgin tolook seriously at the place God has led.us

Reading Of scripture: Nusbers 13, 1%4:7-% 3 minutes)

large Group reflection: meet ¢he neighbors s minutes)

Read the following as written or restate in your own words.

LGQa Sl ae a2 ite®dcandtadtly miStrusiing Sodl e¥edth&igh God has carried them

GKNRdzZAK &2 YdzOK® ¢KSANI NBIFOGA2Y A& &2 YdzOK

Haveyou ever found yourself entering unfamiliar territory? Otherwise normal things can seem
enormous, scary, threatening. A reason many people believe the church is hesitant to change

RA

RN} YIGAOFEfte A& GKFEG F2NJ Ylye LIS2L S OdNNByf

the midst of a world that is changing with terrifying spee@ha was true for the Israelites whose

lives had gone from a miserable but reliable routine of slavery to the unknown and uncomfortable
experience of freedom in almost no time, when they came upon the land God had promised them.

There are some reallymportant archetypes (big characters that describe whole personality types) in
the story from the book of Numbers:

Moses, the visionary leader who brought them to the land of milk and honey despite their fears.
The spies, who spoke of both possibility anénger.

Caleb, model of bravery and faith, ready to plunge into this new adventure.

The Israelites, who called for caution in the face of danger.

And the people who already possessed the land, voiceless in this story, but not necessarily in the
story our @ngregation will someday tell of this moment in our history.

= =4 =4 4 A

{2 6KI0Qa GKS aA3ayAFTAOFIYyOS 2F (GKAA al02NEB AT 0
possibilities laid before them in this land of milk and honey?

28t t3 tS3G0a (waptule of Yk gvddariscape R NJ

[pull outflipchartp K & R2S& 2dzNJ OKdzNOKQ& ySAIKOo2NK22R 2217

First find concensus on the size of the neighborndb® NJ 42 YS A G Qa GKS gK2f S
Draw businesses, schools, whether housespartments, owned or rented, senior housing, parks and

g2,

playgrounds, what types of stores, whether people walk or drive, and what kinds of people you might come
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across rich, poor, children, teens, adults, senior citizens, clubs and organizationsj,digdiitr stores,
railroad tracks, farms, etg

Go back to verses 229. How do we perceive our neighborhood? Is it friendly? Is it threatening?

Something interesting is that the Israelites made sure to send scouts ahead and not just plunge in.
Sometimes this is a big mistake churches make when they choose to do outredcK S& R2 y Qi
understand their community. What would the Israelites have missed if they had just plunged in?
(They might not have realized God was giving them land that was alreazhupied, which would

have been a rude awakening) KI & 6SQ@S 06S3dzy (2 R2 gA0K GKAA
the same way we read a bible story, trying to understand its layers and nuances.

The Israelites noticed both good and bad things in theewland: GOOD grapes the size of my
head; BAR land currently possessed by the descendents of giants.

b2g GKIFIG 6SQ@S tSG 32 2F GKAy3Ia K2f RAy3 dza ol
anything about this neighborhood that we think Gohight want us to be aware of?

How do we tell the difference between too scary and just scary enough? (The Israelites ended up
wandering in the desert for 40 years before they got another chana#o we have that kind of
time?)

activity: BreaR-out groups (s minutes)
Break into small groups and ask yourselves the following questions:

1 The Israelites thought that they had only two choices: Conquer, or retreat.

9 [ 221 G0 GKS YIFLI 2F 2dzNJ O2yaNB3II iA2yQa ySAIKO?2
the Jebusites or Hittites or Canaanites, or the descendents of giants in our midst today?

1 Are OUR only choices to conquer or retreat? If there are communities in our neighborhood we find
threatening, are there any other ways to engage them? What might besvia us to move forward
TOGETHER, finding common causes to work on in this community, or simply building up relationships
with each other?

1 Inyour small group, draw a map of what this neighborhood MIGHT look like if we were in deep
relationshipwiththeF 2 f {1 a 6SQ@S tAAGSR Ay 2dz2NJ O2YYdzyAide ¢
the liquor store, people who create the graffiti).
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highlights from small groups (s minutes)

{KFNB (GKS avyrfft 3ANRdzZLI YIFLAT | &1 G KISGot mighBhdve guN@ddzlJ
them towards as a possible m#d-honey moment disguised as a laafithe-giants momentThen go back

to the definition of missional ministry and ask the following question:

How are we being called forward into this definition®hat are our scouts telling us are the promises? And
what are the risks?

5 minute wrap-Up (s minutes)

Think back to those archetypes in our bible passage: Visionary Leader Moses, Spies who see promise
and danger, readyto-battle Caleb, and the cautious n@a2 NA G e ® ! yR R2y Qi ¥F2NH
already inhabited the land, whose voice was ignored as the voice of the enemy. Let us reflect on

what all these voices have to offer, and as we continue in our missional journey, let us listen to them
all, always lisening most closely for the voice of God in their midst.

Daily Prayer Practice for the Week

Hand out prayer practice from Appendix, which is identical to this.
Every day, think of a possibility in your life. Pray to God to make you aware of all voices around the situation,
and meditate on it as followsWho are you being called into relationship with®&hat great good might
emerge? What are the risks? Who might bepacted by the decision besides yourself, and how can you
incorporate them into the process? Then lift all these issues up to God, and possibly to those affected by the
decision.

Missional memento

Give everyoneab3d33A S 2 F NI A awhy BMydlaighborXiE K & KIS NS A adh ya |+ NB
massive grapes found in the land of Canaan, and also to remind them of the sweetness of a land flowing witf
milk and honeylnvite them to eabne each day and read the Disciples of Christ missiomstaiteas a

reminder that despite our fear, God calls us into relationship with people different than ourselves as a means
creating sweetness in our lives as well as in theirs.

CIOSing COmmunity Prayer: appendix minutes)

GROUP LEADER: PLEASENOTETHA - ¢ 299YQ{ {9{{Lhb w9v Lw9{ !'55L¢LAh
MIGHT REQUIRE YOU TO CONTACT THE REGIONAL OFFICE IF YOU NEED HELP.
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Session #5: Apnesians 2:14-22
Wallg or Wells?

Advance preparation:

This session will require demographic information available for free fiaw.link2lead.com Any individual member of
a Disciples church can sign up for an account. Simply go to the website and follow the difectsatisng it up.

¢KSy 32 G2 (GKS daé /2YYdzyAGeé Gro FyR aStSO0G awmn CI Oi
Gmn vdzSadAz2yakmn . FaA0 CFOGA 22N]aKz2Llpé lf a2 R2wyf 2|
wS L2 NI ¢ ® al 1S Sy2dzZak O2LIASa 2F (GKS vdzAl a2 GdKFd S@St
If you need help with any of this, please contact the regional office for help§989900). Please allow a few days for

that help.

Items you will need for this session:
1 Copies of the above

Copies of ritual opening

Objects 15 for ritual opening

Copies of ritual closing

Copies of Holy Manners

Bibles

Hymnals

Legos

= =4 =4 =4 =4 -4 4

Introduction (s minutes)
Gad& YFIYS Aad Yyyuyuyyyyuoyyyo L alfout GuS neigrbarbiédd S R

Ritual O pening: Appendix(5 minutes)

Sing together to set the tone for the time together @minutes)
G{KIff 2SS DIFEGOKSNII{d KS wA@SNE:¢ a!a GKS 5SSNItly

Nareoepejcekbéeh]opaswwag?oepda
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{2 FIFIN 6SQ@S OSt SoNIXiGSR ¢KI G D2R KIFIa R2yS IFyR 0S5
GKFG ¢S FNB 3I2Ay3 (G2 06S 02N I &BdctiRkedl emhplyiBgiourselveS 80i S R
God can fill us with Something. Last week we looked around the place God has brought us, and we started
GKAYT1AY3 | fAGGES Y2NB O2yONBGSftfe lo2dzi GKS ySA3
started listeningtdil KSYH ¢KA&a 6SS|1 ¢6SQff OGKAyYy]l J02dzi 6KSGHIKS

Reading Of scripture: @phesiansg 2:7%-22 3minutes)

Read the passage aloud from three different translations (ie. MESSAGE, NRSWiuNiple translations are
available online atvww.biblegateway.com

large Group reflection: what do the Australian outback and our cAurch

Rave in common? (15 minutes)

Share as written or in your own words.
In the Australian outback, water is scaréeYet ranchers raise huge herds of cattle on enormous
ranches. The challenge for these ranchers is how to keep their cows from getting lost in the outback
and dying or ending up the property of another rancher. While the ranches are huge, there are still
borders within which the rancher would hope to keep his herd. There are two viable solutions to
this problem: walls and wells.

It is entirely possible for a rancher to surround his entire property with a walbr, more simply, a

fence. The problem wit this solution is that the wall would bererylong. It would take dongtime

to build. And before it was even done, maintenance would be required. Parts of the wall would
break or be broken (intentionally or not). Rocks would fall out, boards woudd, rmortar would

crumble, wires would rust, links would bend, and mud would slide. Then, all the rancher would have
time to do would be to maintain the wall. But more than time the rancher would spend a lot of
money to create and maintain the wall. Howsould he feed his cattle? How could he grow his herd?

Another option is to dig a well. Because water is so scarce, the cattle will learn quickly where they
can get water and will not venture too far away from this vital source. Itis expensive to dig a well. It
is hard to find the right spot. It is hardotget the right equipment to that spot in order to drill.
Sometimes it takes more than one try to get it right. But once the rancher has a good water source,

3 This metaphor comes from: Frost, Michael and Alan HifBh,Shaping of Things to Come: Innovation and Mission for the 21
Century ChurcfPeabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, LLC, 2003).
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she can teach the cattle where they can find water and then allow them to roam freely. Instead
trying to contain the herd in fear of losing somethe rancher provides for their most basic needs
confident that they will continue to return.

The church over the last centuries haften been more easily identified by walls than welldn most
cases, we have glorious buildings, membership rules, doctrinal statements and creeds. We spend a
lot of time and money maintaining our buildings and traditions. Evangelism has, in many cases,
FILEESy Ayid2 | a02YS | yR &S S écould jultIbeR whatkvdnderfdl,S I a
loving people we are, they would surely want to join us. But we have conditions to their joining us.

ld t9¢/ hY GKSNBQa | aAdy okaleashks [0 Ga SKxm NSt €

behavior they exgct fromvisitors| SG§ Q& G+ 1S  Y2YSyid G2 oN}IAyadl:
What are the leashes in our congregation? (particular music? Being quiet in worship?)

LGiQa AYLRNIIFIyd G2 6S FglFNBE 2F (K2a$sS fSlIrakKSax

clear policy thatsexual offenders are not allowed to be alone with children in the church.)

Buildings provide sacred space and an important place from which to operate various ministries
However, more churches are realizing thitteir focus needs to return to the ministes and the
O2YYdzyAle GKIFIG ftA@0Sa 020K 2dziaARS la ¢Sttt | a
secular, postmodern context, we need to learn to dig wells. What is it that people in our
communities cannot live without? How do we make théecessible and compelling? How will our
ministry change when we stop building and maintaining walls of exclusion, separating us and them,
and use those resources of time and money toward inviting people to experience that essential
something?Ultimately, 4 S YA 3IKG FAYR 2dz2NB St @Sa | al ABdhe G L &
well? And maybe in the process of asking that question, we might feel a little burden off of our own
shoulders.

Thegood news of Jesus Christ and the transforming love of God are things our community cannot
live without. Discipleship is not easy or without cost but the rewards far outweigh the price. And
like the water source in the outback, the good news is somethimgrth coming home for.

activity: BreaR-out groups (s minutes)
Follow the 10 Basic Facts Workshop as outlined on Link2Lead
©COPYRIGHT 2000 PERCEPT GROUP, INC.

1. introduce Goal
1 To effectively present a community arfnation report that can assist congregtion in their mission
and ministry efforts.
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2. Engage Group

ﬂ Review the location of the study area so all are clear on the area being discussed.

ﬂ Have each person complete 10 Questions without consultation fstihvar participants.

ﬂ Then, in groups of nmorethan 5, have each group complete a composite 10 Questions.

ﬂ Finally, have them put their composite on newsprint and display for all participants to view.

3. Present 10 Questions

ﬂ Present the printout.
I Highlight and discuss the comparisons between the resposts K S LI NI A OA LI yGa |

4. Group Discussion

T

1

In the groups formed in step 2, ask them to respond to what they are learning and how it might affect
the missionand ministry of their churciRevisit the definition of missional ministry and see how this
information influences ways they might carry out missional ministry.

Provide examples such as: If the report states that the average age of the population is 23, and the
average agef our wordiping congregation on a given Sunday is 55, what questions does that pose for
our future ministry?

Have them list as many questions as possible for each fact on the page. Do not allow them to make
simplisticstatements such as "we need to get more youegple.'D2 (2 G(GKS ySEG LIKI :
6! yR OStSONIGS AT LIS2LIHLS YaALRKO daFLa (K FKEESNIHé 2NN YORR
oF NAR&UGLE HE O

Have each group present their questions and look for themes that they can understand and accept.

5. Conclsion

1

Direct them to an action step that they commit to completing by a certain time and offer them some
next steps thatan assist them in this process. Set up a timeline of activity and action that results in this
activity becoming integrateahto the life of the congregation.

Daily Prayer Practice for the Week

Keep a scrap of paper or a small journal with you as you make your way through your week. Jot down the names of
people you meet or that you already know but do not know about their current faith journey or community. At the end
of each day, review your@wing list and ask God to be moving in each one of their lives.

Missional memento

Give everyone a lego block to remind them that Jesus calls us to remove the walls that divide us from one another.

Closing community prayer: p. __ g minutes)

IMPORTAN: COLLECT THE DATA TO USE AGAIN NEXT WEEK
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Session #6: [uke 10° 25-37
No usg and them: just usg!

Advance preparation:

You will need to read over this material and come prepared with suggestions of appropriate dates, times and
locations for the threesessions with nortongregants so that everyone can leave with a call sheet with the
same information.

Items you will need for this session:
T [rad 6SS1Qa RIFGL
 / KdzZNOK RANBOG2NE 2N OKdzZNDK Q& ask gastdidorahatjnfoffbtion:  F2 NJ G K

1 Copes of ritual opening

1 Objects 16 for ritual opening

1 Copies otommunity closing prayer

1 Flip chart or white board

1 Copy of missional ministry definition for display

1 Copies of Holy Manners

9 Bibles

1 Hymnals

9 Copies of Call Sheet for our ThrééeekSeries appendix.

Introduction (s minutes)

Ask group members to share a time when they thought they had nothing in common with someone different
age, race, background, jeland then found out they had a whole lot in common after all.

Ritual O pening: Appendix(5 minutes)

Sing together to set the tone for the time together @minutes)

aln Christ there is no east or wést

Nareoepejcekbéeh]opaswwag?oepda
Last week we learned about the statistics of our neigghbod. We also reflected on how that information
might point us in helpful directions to minister to our community.
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Reading Of scripture; Luke 70:25-37 (3minutes)

(As you readinvite people to pantomime the different characters as you teadtory out loud. This really
makes the story come aliye

large Group reflection: wa@g on 6y? (15 minutes)

This is a familiar story, so go ahead and invite the group to discuss what sticks out for them about the story
upon hearing it afresilThen readhe following as written or in your own words.

¢KS NRIFIR Ay WSadzaQ ait2NE gta ({y2é6y FT2NI Ada Ay
assume that religious people would be the first to risk their own safety for the wellbeing of the
beatenman. Th 1 Q&4 ¢Ke& KS (dzZNYySR GKAy3Ia 2y GKSANI KSI F
looked at with contempt: a SamaritanThere are still 700 Samaritans in Israel/Palestine today, and

they still adhere to the belief that caused the initial split between them and the Jews: Their bible,
though almost identical to the Hebrew bible, includes as one of the ten commandments a
commandment to worship God on Mt. Gerzim, which the Samaritans believe to be where Noah

landed after the flood and where Abraham nearly sacrificed Isa@t all the people in town,

Samaritans seemed to be the least in touch with G&b the reason for the enrty between the two
groups is ancient: they believed God lived in different places.

Invite people to break into groups of three. Ask them to retell the story using different groups in this
neighborhood who would we expect to help one of their own, but nhigé too concerned for their own

safety or not willing to risk without an audience? Who would we expect not to help a stranger or an enemy?
69daAd NAGIE 3Ily3a YSYOSNERI ¢6KSYy S@Sy andndnigiad heing ¥
someondrom ICE when a Minuteman was too busgk the groups to summarize their stories for each other.

activity: BreaR-out groups (s minues)

hyS 2F GKS AYLRNIFYG FaLlSoda 2F WSadzaQ aG2NB A&
Break g into small groups, and use the data collected last week about the neighborhood. Also have copies o
the church directory.

Ask the groups to think about the song they sang earlier: In Christ there is no east or west. Ask them to look
the demographiénformation about the neighborhood. Now ask them to look at the directory (or yearbook
data). Ask the following questions:
1) Where is our church already representing the community? (Age diversity, racial,
orientation, interests, socioeconomic diversity, Jetc.
2) Where does our congregation look different from the community?
3) What would God ask of us to make this congregation reflect the community? How
would we go about doing that?
A fIK2dAK GKAAa O2y3INBIFGAZ2Y Aa NBFfte [
church is the Priest or Pharisee in the story. \&iteowe unintentionallyvalking by in
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the community whom we SHOULD bleokingout for? And who in our community
might be a Samaritan that we should be reaching out to in order to partner or to learn
from?

highlights from small groups (s minutes)

Share answers the groups came up with from their conversations, and write in list form.

Getting ready fOr our upcoming three-week Series @s minutes)

CKAAa aYlFff 3ANRdAzZLI | OGAGAGE YWandirikpbriad ®SHS gloup.Hrv8 Y A O

3SS14azx 6S oAttt NBO2y@dSySs odzi 6SQft 0SS AYyQAda

that we can learn from them about how our church is perceived and what our focus should be as a

congregation, from THIR perspective. It should be a grand experiment! What we are going to do

now is to focus our efforts on who would have a great deal to teach us from right inside our

neighborhood.There are a few ground rules for this upcoming series we need to be aware of

1.¢kS GKNBS O2y@SNBIGA2ya 6SQft 0SS K2alGAy

needs are in our community, what others are doing to meet those needs, what needs
remain unmet, and how we might participate with others or fill in the gaps in our
communii @ Qa Yy SSRa® 5dz2NAy3I (GKAa aSNRSaz ¢S
the community perceives us and what we can do to close the gap between perception
and reality.

2. Our discussions will not be explicitly religious in nature, although if as indist$ we
feel prompted to share our own religious experiences, that may be entirely
F LILINR LINRA F 6§ S® hdzNJ RAaOdzaaAizya gAft 0SS T2
our congregation can participate in improving or enhancing the neighborhood or
meeting particular needs in the neighborhood.

3.90 y3StAray Aa 3J22R: odz2i GKA&Z aSNRSE A4
be brainstorming people who do not attend this church, we will not be trying to
convince them to join the church & 2 A (i Q fviteppdplé whid &ttend another
church, or a mosque, or who are atheists.

4.2KkSy 68 ONIAyadaNy LIS2LX S sK2 OFy KSt LI
be thinking about the demographic information from last week to make sure we invite
LIS2 LX S23K2f %fS (GKS ySAIKO2NK22Ré (G2 06S |

5. Everyone will be provided a sheet so that when we divide up phone ¢alis have a
AKIFNBR aSyasS 2F K2g¢g (2 SELXIFIAYy G4KSasS 3l

[ SGQa NBJA a&A ( sshuaNidinRtE Fobking at thefgur elements. A
[ S Gakedtimaifirst to brainstorm people and organizations thate have direct connections with

personally, who are interested in helping the community in some of the same ways we peehaps
who are doing the things in our definition of missional ministry even if they would never use that

34

——
| —



Who Is My Neighbor?

language to describe themselve@~ood pantries, Rotary, AA groups,-ask youth programs,
libraries, park directors, foster care or group homeqggrams, etc.)

Write these down on a flip chart or white board.
b2¢g fSGQa YIF1S  ftArald 2F 2NBHFYyATlIGAZ2ya 6S (y2
have valuable things to teach us.

Write these down also.
b2g fSGQa 221 &S Ndsdandastdveek. hre ihdteSyroipS of gedphlinlali¢
neighborhood who are not in our church currently? As each category is listed (e.g. young adults,
Latinos, working mothers, etc.), pause and think about people you perdbnknow who fit that
categoryt fr YAt & YSYOSNB ¢6K2 R2yQld FdGdSyR GKS OKdzNDI
another organization you attend, your barista at your local coffee place.

List theseThen hand out the phone sheet copies from the appendix. Read over the summary of the purpose

these conversations with the group.
Ideally, the people who attend this should probably outnumber usldor so. That means extending a
f20 27F Ay Ddivitlé up henhraed of f[p&pedplend write them on this phone sheet. Can
everyone commit to recruitingt people, even if that means inviting more than 4, by this time next
3SS1TK [SiQa RAGARS dzZLlJ GKS fAad ¢S Q@BknowNEI (SR
LISNE2Y | ffex odzi Ff&az2 LIS2LX S (KIFG g2dZ R 0SS 322

CKA& A& | aO0OFNEB dzy RSNII(1Ay3Iz o6dzi |y SEQkedAy3
series will go, but | am receiving training by thegion on how to facilitate these conversations so

that they go smoothly and everyone has a positive experienceQR f A 1S (2 LINR L2 AaS
dates, times and possible location for these three meetings: . How does that feel for
people?

Aswe preparetoclosethissid SS1 LI NI A2Y 2F 2dzNJ aSNAS@aE  SGQ:
LIN: @SN &2dz Oy LIl aa AF @&2dz gAaKxX odzi fSdiQa 13
the characters in the Good Samaritan story. FirGipd, we pray for the people in our community who
have been beaten up. Let us go around the circle and lift up people in our community that have been
hurt or abandoned. [pause for prayer to travel the circle.] God, we also pray for the people whose
eyesarg QU 2 LISy (2 (KS &dzF T &edo thid silenfly Adwii[padsy] AddGRdy 2
we also pray that you will bring good Samaritans into our midst to teach us the gift of compassion in
new ways, and so that we may learn to be even better Samaritémsur brothers and sisters in this
neighborhood. Let us lift up, out loud, our hopes for this upcoming series and what it might open up
for our congregation. [pause] God, bless our ministry and help us to join with others doing your

work. Amen.

Daily Prayer Practice for the Week
2 K2SOSNI 22dzQNBE Ay thréelwdel GoustudyAnyak® slireity/Tifl upiindray#iinhé people
involved i K i 68 Y& It KStLI AYGNRRAZOS 2yS Fy2GKSNJ (2 D2I

Closing community prayer: Appendixs minutes)
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Holy Manners 40
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Session #4 Prayer Rtae Sheet 45

Session #6 Phone sheet 46
0f 0SSt SR aDSUGAEI|I{ WEBRRSEa2HI ¢ KNBS
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Ritual opening

(Bring these items and read this litany in a growing fashion, so that on week you only bring one object, and by week six
you place all of them othe altar, and on the first week you only read the first part, but by the end you read the whole

litany.)

WEEK OME:

WEEK TWO:.

WEEK THREE:

WEEK FOUR:

WEEK FIVE:

WEEK SIX.:

God of all ages, God of all peoples (placing a globe on the table)
Help us this day to love our neighbor as ourselves, and help us reménalh@veryone in the world is
our neighbor.

God of things ancient and new (placing a watch or hourglass or egg timer on the table)
Help us to recognize your presence throughout history and in this moment, where we least expect you.

God of unending love (lighting a candle and placing it on the table)
Help us to find comfort In you, even when all these things scare us.

God of all things, great and small (placing a nail or screw on the table)

Help us this day to remembé¢hat even the smallest things in life help build a foundation of faith for
times of tumult and crisis.

God of humble service (placing a pitcher, bowl and towel on the table)
Help us to meet you in serving and in being served.

God of us all (taking a piece of paper and tearing it in half)

Help us get rid of the mamade walls so all your children can build your realm on earth together.
Amen.
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Cloging community prayer

Sing or speak while holding hands: (Chalice Praise #126)

(all weeks):

¢ KNRPdzZAK GKSaS KFryRa Ft2¢6a | NAOGSNI 2F D2RQa
Justice and fierceness of love.

Through these hands flows the healing God alone can offer,

Flowing through these hands.

(weeks one and two):
LiQa GKS gl & 2F 2dz2NJ FNBSR2Y®
L i Q tvay 0f68 loss.

LGiQa GKS glé& 2F 2dzNJ gAOG2NE @
LiQa GKS ¢glé& 2F GKS ONR&aao
(weeks three and four):

LiQa GKS g¢gteée 2F (KS GKANmRGE®
LiQa GKS ¢gteée (KIG ardarafasSao
L¢eQa GKS gle 2F |y 2dzilOFrado
LGiQa GKS é61é& 2F | OKAfRO®
(weeks five and six):

LiQa GKS gdné 2F O2YLJ &a&A
LiQa GKS éFé& 2F 2dzNJ LIS OS o
LGQa GKS sl e& 2F T2NHAOSYySaao
LGiQa GKS ¢glé& 2F NBfSIasSo

(all weeks):

¢ KNRPdzAK (KS&aS KIFIyRa Ft2¢6a || NAOGSNI 2F D2RQa

Justice and fierceness of love.
Through these hands flows the healing God alone can offer,
Flowing through these hands.
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Holy Manners for the Group Process

1. First and foremost we acknowledge that we come together as brothers and sisters

in Christ: When we remember that Christ is in our midst, it is easier to behave in ways we know haskould
of u® compassionate, open and supportive.

2. Confidentiality: What 6s said in the gr ougfullagreanyestanidn t he ¢
permission to share a piece of information.

. : Disagree without being disagreeable. Acknowledgetherp er sonds point o
3. Respect: bi ithout being d ble. Acknowledgeth 5 i f
you heard correctly before respondiAgoid sarcasm and hurtful comments and tones of voice.

4. Truly LISteN: Sometimes the hardest thing to do is simply listengeraon without already thinking of

what you & going to say back beforethew en f i ni sh. Rather than get 1in
t he p sharmgandgive only a response of affirmation or understanding.
l1*eée>aei knae _kiieppa’ @ e jké@ead ¢ @

have true dialogue with people whose whole go#&b prove their point or win their agenda. It is best to be able
to just listen and beespectful. Stay open in your sharing.

6. Sahotage or manipulation IS not acceptable under any circumstances: when destructive

behavior is discovered, it must be nan@the person (keeping in mind the above guidelines) and agreement
reached t@ease such behavior. Support and help should be offered as appropriate. Avperpersists in this
kind of behavio needs to be asked, in love, to leavedgiap.

3*eé>ae_Kkiieppa e€pk apg-pmepwaarbusy@sfesad€
it is easy to physically show up, but mentallyemotionally be elsewhere. Make the commitment to not only
physically makehe group meetings, but to be fully present to each other while you are here.

8. Affirm your brothers and sisters! when someone sharssmething that comes right from the

depth of their soul and you can tell thisisech sy f or thankethem!tWhen doonéone shares
somethingyouhaseeen t hinking or feeling yourself, but h
A little affirmation goes a log way in reminding us that we are fellow traveletisi®journey.
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Sssion #1
Congregational Litany Sheet

Write a litany of praise regarding the church, with our own responsive phrase (like in Psalm 136), bearing in
YAYR (KSasS |jdzSaiAz2yay mo 2KIFIG R2 @&2dz OSt SoNXGS |
2)Whatdogd 2 dz OSt SONI GS | 62dzi D2RQa LINBaSyOS | yR adzLJLJ
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Session #1
PRAYER PRACTICE

CKAA 6SS1X 6NRGS || O2yUSYLEZNINE LINIESNItAGlyeod 9
throughout your own history. Userafrain overandovar i KS 2y S FTNRY talfyY wmoc 6
or one that you make up for yourself. Keep it private, bring it to group next week to share, or publish it in the
church newsletter! Above all this week, make sure you spend time @aglthinking about things from your

past that help shape who you are today, and thank God for those things.
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Prayer Practice Session #2.

Remembering that God promised Abram;
GL gAf frolefadbBiiad@RryAX
day, think about the ways5od could use
2 dzNJ OKdzZNDK (2 gAGY
neighborhood, or just how God might use

each of us every day to share love and '}
grace Say the following mantra ten times
SIFOK RIF&Y Ga2A0K D2
L2aaArof SHE

Prayer Practice Session #2.

Remembering that God promised Abram;:. =
GL ogAffolefadbtida@Rr¥A X
day, think about the ways God could use
2 dzNJ OKdzZNOK (2 gAY S:
neighborhood, or just how God might use
each of us every day to share love and i
grace Say thedilowing mantra ten times
SFOK RIF8Y a2A0K D2
L2aarof SHE
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Prayer Practice Session #3, Day 1

Morning: Today | am letting go of and being open and receptive for God to do a new thing
through Me.

Evening: Today God is filling mélw

Prayer Practice Session #3, Day 2

Morning: Today | am letting go of and being open and receptive for God to do a new thing
through Me.

Evening: Today God is filling me with

Prayer Practice Sssion #3, Day 3

Morning: Today | am letting go of and being open and receptive for God to do a new thing
through Me.

Evening: Today God is filling me with

Prayer Practice Session #3, Day 4

Morning: Today | am lettingo of and being open and receptive for God to do a new thing
through Me.

Evening: Today God is filling me with

Prayer Practice Sssion #3, Day 5

Morning: Today | am letting go of and being open and reeépt God to do a new thing
through Me.

Evening: Today God is filling me with
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Who Is My Neighbor?

Prayer Practice Session #4

Every day, think of a possibility in your life. Pray to God to make you aware of all voices around the situation,
and meditate on it as follows:
Who are you being called into relationship with?
What great good might emerge?
What are the risks?
Who migh be impacted ly the decision besides yoursdtipw can you incorporate them into the
process?
1 Can you imagine God might join you in pursuing this right now?
Then lift all these issues up to God, and possibly to those affected by the decision.
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Every day, think of a possibility in your life. Pray to God to make you aware of all voices around the situation,
and meditate on it as follows:
Who are you being called into relationship with?
What great good might emerge?
What are therisks?
Who might be impactedypthe decision besides yoursdtipw can you incorporate them into the
process?
1 Can you imagine God might join you in pursuing this right now?
Then lift all these issues up to God, and possibly to those affected by treateci
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Prayer Practice Session #4

Every day, think of a possibility in your life. Pray to God to make you aware of all voices around the situation,
and meditate on it as follows:
Who are you being called into relationship with?
What great good might emerge?
What are the risks?
Who might be impactedythe decision besides yoursdtipw can you incorporate them into the
process?
1 Can you imagine God might join you in pursuing this right now?
Then lift all these issues up to Gaohd possibly to those affected by the decision.
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Who Is My Neighbor?

Getting ready for the three-week series
Goal of this series

These three onérour sessions should accomplish the following:

1 Help our church members know their neighbors a little better

1 Help our church heardm people in the community what the pressing problems of the community

1 Expose us to important work already in motion to improve our neighborhood, so we can discern
whether it would be helpful for us to support that work

1 Make us aware of any possible gapservice in our neighborhood, in case that is a place we should be
engaged

1 Give us access to community leaders who can help us better understand how our church is perceived
in the community and give us valuable insight into ways that we might better iexplaiselves and
engage the neighborhood in more helpful ways

Call list

| have committed to calling the following people, although I will also call as many people as necessary to
assure that | generate 4 people at our first meeting:

Name Number Rason for being on the list

Suggested SCI’ipt (PLEASE ADJUSTNEEDED SO YOU FEEL COM FORTABLE
I SEt22 Yuypuyyuypyyd ae yEYS Ad Yooy o

been having serious conversations about how to be more helpful to the members of our community, and we
RSOARSR 6SQR NBIffeé f A7]cBmnmugity ihs drd\sifeady MBkivig aidifeendalSyaulr Jt
name was one of the first names we came up with, and | was wondésmog would be able to share some of
@2dzNJ AYaAIKEG gAGK dzad 2SQff 6S KIFE@GAy3d | addSNR Sa 2
Uy i wyywypypypy 2Q00t201P L OFy | aadzNBE @ 2dz
eager to learn how we can partner with people in this neighborhood better than we have. Could | ask you to
LJdzi (GK2a$S RIFGSa 2bgmedthgzall) OF f SYRI NK 2 SQf f
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